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Recently Stalin, in order to pacify unrest among
the Communist Party members and other discon-
tented elements in Russia, made the gesture of
giving the U.S.S.R. a new constitution. This was
drawn up by a constitutional committee of the
Central Executive Committee, and the draft was
approved on June 11, 1936, by the Presidium of
the Central Executive Committee, for consideration
on November 25, 1936, by the All-Union Congress
of Soviets.

A careful study of the new constitution shows,
however, that the new freedoms supposedly given
to the Russian people were conferred in such a way
that, given in one clause, they are taken away in
another. The following quotations from the Arti-
cles reveal their contradictory nature (all italics
are mine):

"Article 1: The Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics is a socialist state of workers and peasants.

"Article 2: The Soviets of Toilers9 Deputies,
which developed and grew strong as a result of the
overthrow of the power of the landlords and capi-
talists and the winning of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, constitute the political foundation of
the U.S.S.R.

"Article 3: All power in the U.S.S.R. belongs to